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Smart Start
☺ Smart Start is a
comprehensive publicprivate initiative to help
all North Carolina children
enter school healthy and
ready to succeed. Smart
Start programs and
services provide children
ages 0-5 access to highquality and affordable
child care, health care,
and other critical
services.
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Do you know about the Child Care WAGE$ Project?
The Child Care WAGE$ Project is a state wide education-based salary supplement initiative
created and administered by Child Care Services Association (CCSA), a non-profit agency in Chapel
Hill, North Carolina. To encourage consistency, installments based on half of the annual award are
issued to eligible teachers, directors and home providers after each six-month period the participant
completes in the same child care Program. As a result, children will benefit from more consistent,
qualified educators in the years when brain development, the establishment of trust and the promotion
of learning are most important.
For an application or additional information, contact Joan Coiro at (336) 786-1880.
Resource: Child Care Services Association
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Field Trip Safety Information

*

Set staff-child ratio for a safe trip—normal ratios won’t be adequate.

*

Plan to have extra adults for emergency situations.

*

Clearly define each adult’s responsibilities on the trip.

*

Prepare a First Aid kit.

*

Have on hand: drinking water, juice, snacks, lunches.

*

Take insulated containers for keeping food.

*

Keep medications & sunscreen in locked container (s), upon written documentation by a parent.

*

Take cellular phone.

*

Plan what to do if a child is ill, hurt, misbehaves or is separated from the group.

*

Plan what to do if a vehicle accident or breakdown occurs.

*

Find out travel time.

Resource: Division of Child Development

Health
Sun exposure is the most preventable risk factor for all skin cancers,
including melanoma. You can have fun in the sun and decrease your
risk of skin cancer.
Here’s how to Be Sun Smart:
• Generously apply a broad-spectrum water-resistant sunscreen with a Sun
Protection Factor (SPF) of 30 or more to all exposed skin. Broad-spectrum provides protection
from both ultraviolet A (UVA) and ultraviolet B (UVB) rays. Re-apply approximately every
two hours, even on cloudy days, and after swimming or sweating.
• Wear protective clothing, such as a long-sleeved shirt, pants, a wide-brimmed hat and
sunglasses, where possible.
• Seek shade when appropriate, remembering that the sun’s rays are strongest between 10
a.m. and 2 p.m. If your shadow is shorter than you are, seek shade.
• Use extra caution near water, snow, and sand as they reflect the damaging rays of the
sun which can increase your chance of skin cancer.
• Get vitamin D safely through a healthy diet that may include vitamin supplements. Don’t
seek the sun.
• Avoid tanning beds. Ultraviolet light from the sun and tanning beds can cause skin cancer and
wrinkling. If you want to look like you’ve been in the sun, consider using a sunless self-tanning product,
but continue to use sunscreen with it.
• Check your birthday suit monthly. If you notice anything changing, growing, or bleeding
on your skin, see a dermatologist. Skin cancer is very treatable when caught early.
© 2012

Resource: American Academy of Dermatology www.aad.org
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Child Care Resource and Referral
Changes in Investigations of Child Maltreatment in Child Care
Before January 1, 2016, DCDEE worked with the DSS to investigate cases of maltreatment in child care. Now
DCDEE investigates these cases on its own. The term child maltreatment covers anything a caregiver does or does
not do that results in harm, potential for harm, or threat of harm to a child. Harmful actions can result in physical,
sexual, and psychological abuse. Harmful neglect is the failure to provide for the child’s physical, emotional, or
medical well-being and failure to properly supervise children, which results in exposure to potential harmful
environments.
When DCDEE substantiates maltreatment, it posts the names of the people responsible on the Child Maltreatment
Registry. People on the Registry will no longer be able to work in child care. An early educator has the opportunity to
appeal.
For more information about changes in investigations of child maltreatment, see Frequently Asked Questions at :
http://ncchildcare.nc.gov/PDF_forms/MaltreatmentFAQ_12-18-15.pdf.

Tropical Shell Fish Activity
Materials:

•
•
•
•

Assorted seashells, large and small
Googly eyes
Hot glue gun
Paint in tropical colors

Instructions:
1.
Paint your seashells, choosing smaller shells for tails and fins.

2.

Once you have chosen which shells go with which, go ahead and glue them together.

3.

Glue googly eyes onto your fish.

Source: http://www.allfreekidscrafts.com/Summer-Kids-Crafts/Tropical-Shell-Fish#51xi6ZO5E2hGSlW8.99

Family Friendly Websites
www.cdipage.com (The Development Institute)
www.aapd.org (American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry)
www.family.go.com (Information and articles for family)
www.scholastic.com (Scholastic Readers)
www.crayola.com/ (Crayola)
www.magickeys.com/books/index.html (Children’s Storybook Online)
www.bluemountain.com/ (Blue Mountain Arts)
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The Zero to Five is a quarterly newsletter published by the Surry County Early Childhood Partnership. The purpose of
the newsletter is to inform the people of Surry County and North Carolina about the projects and activities funded by
Smart Start. We welcome your opinions and/or suggestions for future issues.
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P.O. Box 7050
Mount Airy, NC 27030
(336)786-1880

